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The DezecLaRaTt1on of the 


Kingdome of SCOTLAND. 


WT is now , we ſuppoſe , known tothe 
AF Chriſtian world,and will be known to 

+ 2 after ages, what have been the dangers 
BA DEF and diftreſſes of this Kirk and King- 
YU £28 dome,in their Religion and Liberties . 
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31A W hat their endeavours and wreftlings 
hav for deliverance,and how mercifully and mar- 
vellouſly the good hand of God did ſenle their Religi- 
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onand Peace, againſt the foe , attempts and practi» 
ces of Papiſts , Prelates and Malignants: whoy,had the 

not been given up to incurable;blintnefle and hardnefle 
of heart, would have ſeen ar owledged the hand * 
of God working againſt them, and themſelves fighting 
againſt. God. . Burt theſe enemies of all righteouſneſle, 
full ofall ſubtilty and miſchief , do not ceaſeto pervert 
the right wayes of the Lord. Their great proje& and 
main deſigne againſt the Reformed Religion and Peo- 
ple of God , is not altered, but continueth one and zhe 
ſame :* their furie and malice is not abated , and their 
plotsand policies deeper , and more wicked then be- 
fore ; onely finding their fraud fruſtrated , and their 
forces beaten back upon one fide, they have with new 
ſtratagems,freſh reſolutions , and greater power, afſaul- 
ted another part of the wall , and have made the breach 
ſo wide and large , thatthey have entred , and begun to 
roare in the midſt of the Congregations of Gods Peo- 
ple, and are ſetting up their Enſignes for Signes, which 
rothe unſpeakable grief of all who are not both void of 
Grace, and deprived of naturall afteion , is to be ſeen 
this day in miſerable Ireland , and diſtreſſed England , 
and ,- unleſle it be prevented by their timeous and 
ſpeedy deliverance , ſhall ( wee know not how ſoon ) 
be ſeen and felt in this Kingdome-, where , as the ene- 
mies did begin , ſo ſhall they end this bloudy , barba- 
rous, and Anti-chriſtian tragedie, if the Authors be nor. 
interrupted and driven from the Stage , before they 
bring it. to their intended concluſion and helliſh ap- 

auſe, 

p Itis wee confeſle , no ſmall comfort to this Kirk and 
Kingdame ,, that we have been willing and ready by 


z py 

all good means from the beginning, to quench'this un- 
narurall fire; all who have had place and publick inte- 
reſt , the Lords of his Majeſties privie Councell , the' 
Commitſsioners for conſerving the peace , and the Ge- 
fnerall Aſſembly of this Kirk and their Commilſsioners, 
having with all care and faithfulneſſe applyed them- 
ſelves from time to time , to uſe all good means ; ſuch 
as are their humble deſires, their Supplications, Decla- 
rations and Remonſtrances to his Majeſty tor a bleſſed - 
Pacification : And after all theſe had proved ineffeQu- 
all, Commilsioners were ſent to-repreſent, how much 
this Kirkand Kingdome from their intereſt in the pre- 
ſervation of their own Religion , the ſafery of his Ma- 
jeſties Perſon, and their near relation totheir Brethren 
of England,were concerned in the unhappy differences, 
betwixt his Majeſtic and the houſes of Parliament , and 
in all humility and tendernefle , to make offer of their 
mediation and nationall interceſsion , for removing 
| them in ſuch a way as might moſt ſerve for his Maje- 
ſties honour , and the good of his people ; bur after 
long attendance , much contrary to their deſires: and 
hopes, and to theexpeRation of all his Majeſties good 
Subje&s in both Kingdomes ( ſo prevalent were the 
Counſels of the Popith Prelaticall , and malignant par- 
ry, apprehending their own troubles and miſery , in the 
publick peace and happineſle of the King and his Peo- 
ple ) the offer of their humble ſervice and faithfull en- 
deavours, was utterly refuſed and reje&ted , upon no 0-- 
ther reaſon , but that they had no warrant nor capacity 
for ſuch amediation , although authorized by a Com-- 
miſsion from his Majeſtie and Parliament for that ef-: 
fe z and that the intermixture of the government of. 
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'the Church of Zngland with the-civill governmem, 
was ſych & myſteries as could. not be underftood by 
them ; although it be true which was then often reply. 
ed, that inthe eighth demand of the Treaty of Peace, 
the deſire of uniformity in Kirk-government was kind- 
ly entertained -, 8nd received ſuch an anſwer , as hath 
been fince a door of hopeto this Kirk and Kingdome of 
.obraining their deſires ; and although the Houles of - 
Parliament, who are beſt acquainted with the conſtitu- 
tion obthat Kingdome , and whom it molt concerneth, 
have paſſed their Bill , for aboliſhing of Epiſcopall go- 
-vernment , not onely a5 a great impedimentto the per 
fet Reformationand growth of Religion ( which in a 
Chriftian Kingdome is a ſufficient ground ) bur al- 
ſo, az very prejudiciall ro the civill State and Govern- 
.MENT. 

The Commiſgioners having returned from Oxford 
without ſueceſſe , and the mileries of Irelavd , the 
troubles of Exgland , and the dangers and preſſures of 
this Kingdome moreand more increaſing ; the Lords 
of his Majeſties Councell , the Commiſlioners for con- 
ſerving the Peace,zndthe CommilSioners forthe Com- 
mon burthens , all inzxuſted with the publike affairs of 
the Kingdome reſpeively , found themſelves preſled 
aboyetheir place and power , with difficulties , which 
required the Common Counſell,conſent and reſolution 
obthe Eſtates of the Kingdome , and were neceſſicare 
according to the practice of former tunes {( his Majeſty 
having deateda Parliament , being ſupplicated for that 
effe&_ )) racalla Convention of the Eſtates , that by 
their wiſedome they might conſiderot the Common 
duty, and. provide-for the publick ſatety ofthe King- 
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dome, in 4 time of ſuch canadds; No foonet did the 
Convention of Eftares, which was met with more theft 
ordinary frequency and alacrity, enter into publick cori- 
fufrarion , bur the good providetice of God (tif! watch- 
mg over this awe | for good , did bring t5 rheif 
hand , a difcovery of divers treacherous attemipts , 4- 
gainſt the Kirk and Kingdpme z as if che Convertion 
had been called to receive Informarion of the dangers, 
and to provide remedies , for the ſafery of rhe pablick. 
Like as the dangers difcovered unto them , were made 
publikely known,and wirk the advice ofthe Commitlsi- 
oners of the Generalt Aſtembly, the remedies alſo were 
a greed uporr, and pnbliſhedn prine. 

Amongft thefe remeches 4 chief one was , ro corifider 
of the renewing of a Lexgne and Aﬀociation with £ng- 
land ,. tor detenice of Religion , andthe murmall peace 
of the Kingdomes agzinftrhe common Enemy , and 
howsfarrerhe {ame might be extended againft Prelicie 
and Popiſſt Ceremomies tor uniformity in Kirk-govern- 
mem , andthe exrernifl Worfhip of God , as is more 
fatly exprefſed in the Remonſtrance of the rertiedies of 
the dangers of Religion: Bur before the Coivention 
of Eftares had entred upon this grave confiderariori 
Commitſsioners came from both Honfes of the Partia- 
ment of Znzland , warranted and atthorized to pfo- 
pormd thetr Jefires of the fame union and ftrait Conjun- 


&ion of the rwo Nations , agtinft Papifts , and Prelates, 
with their adherents ; and ro confider with the Eſtates 
of rhis Kingdome , of ſucty Arricles or Propoficions, as 
might make the affftance and union betwixt the two - 
Nations more beneficiall and effeuall forthe common 
ſecurity of Reltgton and Libertice, Utponthe manifeſti- 
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tion-of this concourſe of the ſtrong inclinations and de- 


ires of the Eſtates of both Kingdomes , with which the 
Generall Aſſembly ,. did moſt unanimouſly and heartily 
joyne their deſires, counſels , and prayers, a Commitree 
of the Convention of Eſtates, anda Committee of the 
Generall Aſſembly , were appointed to meet with the 
Comiſsioners of the Houſes of Parliament , for confi- 
dering the beſt and readieſt wayes , by which theſe com- 
mon deſires and conceptions might be ripened and 
brought forward toward perfeQion, and ( if it were poſ- 
ſible ) to birth and aion,for the comfort of both King- 
domes , in Religion and Peace. Theſe three Commut- 
rees after ſome meetings for debate and deliberation, did 
refolye inend , that, according tothe commendable pra- 
Rice of the two Kingdomes in former times of diſtrefle 
and danger , the example of the Peopleof God in other 
Nations, in the like caſe;and the late example of the Kirk 
and Kingdome of Scotland , the beſt and moſt effeuall 
means for preſerving Religion , and both Kingdomes 
from utter ruine and deſtruction,and for procuring Peace, 
andxall other bleſſings, were : That both Kingdomes en- | 
ter-into a ſolemne League and Covenant to be ſworne 
and ſubſcribed by his Majeſties SubjeQs of all degrees 
In both Kingdomes , who love the true Proteſtant, refor- 
med Religion , His Majeſties honour and fafety , and 
their own happineſſe : And therefore they did with 
common conſent agree upon the firſt linearnents and 
principall parts of a Covenant , to be offered ro the 
view , and to be conſidered by the wiſedome of the full 
Aſſembly of the Kirk; and Convention'of Eſtates, which, 
how ſoon it was preſented unto them , and read once and 
again in their audience, did ſo afte their hearts , that FA | 
| [- 


- Hee which-had made them to met in tears atthe ſolem- 
nizing of the Nationall Covenant of. this Kingdome, 


| begin to burn again, and bring forth the ſparkles of 
the like affeion z, and —_— fillrhem rad 


_ denceand hope , that the Lord , inclining-the hearts 


of the Houſes of Parliament , and of the gracious and 


_ wel-affeted'People of England, to joyn in this Gove- 
- nant, they will thereby -finde an anſwer from Heaven 


to all the prayers , which-they have offered up with 
ſtrong crying andrears ., a deliverance from all their 
ſufferings and feares , and the beginning of a new 


| Worldof joy aud peace, which the Lord will createfor 


their comfort. Ra Fl 
But we know on the other part. , upon the {wearing 
and fubſcribing of this Coven by erat Chriſtians 
and Patriots ; vhe oppoſite and malignant party of Pa- 
piſts , Prelates , and others the ſonnes of defeionarid 
comention their adherents, will rage & tumultuate more 
then ever before. And therefore, unlefſe we will eathe 
betray our Religion , Liberties ., and Lawes,,, and 
that we and ours do-poſleſſe, into their hands, and 
our {elves to be cut off and maſſacred by ſuch bloody 
and barbarous cruelty , as they have execuredthis-time 
paſtin /reland and England, there is a neceſſity of raking 
of Arms for mutuall defence , in the cauſe of Religions 
of the Kings -honour. , .of the liberty and peace of the 
Kingdomes , and of every one of us in our own private 


| eſtateand condition. In this caſe it is moſt neceſſaty,that 


every one againſt all doubting be. perſwaded an- his 
minde of the lawfulneſſe of his ing-,and of the 
Cauſe maintained by him , which isno other, then the 
good of Religion in England , andthe geliverance of 
| S-+-- Our 
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ow Brethrenonrof rhe rdepths of afiition,, the preſern” 
vation Gt our own Religion , and af our ſelves fromithe! 
dxtremity of mifery ', arid the ſafety of our Native 
King , and his Kingdomes from deſtruQtion and Yefo- 
lation. : Any one of which , by all Law divine and hu- 
mane , is £00 juſt cauſe of taking of Arms , how muck 
more when all of them are joyned in one « Whoſoever 
with-draweth and hideth himſelt in.ſuch a debate and 
controverfie, let him confider , whethet he benort a ha- 
terot his Brethren, againſt Chriſtian and common cha- 
rity An hater of himſelf and his poſteriry,againſtthe 
law and light of nature ; A hater of the King and 
his Kingdomes , againſt loyaktie and common duty 
Anda hater of God, againft all Religion and Peace. 
' Concerning the firſt , The queſtion is not , nor need 
we diſpute , whether we may propagate our Religion 
Arms , bur whether , according to our power, we 


hr to a{sjft our Brethren in England, whore calling: 


for our hetp., and are ſhedding their blood in defence of: 
that power, without which Religion can neither bede- 
fended nor reformed, nor unity of Religion wirh us, 
and other reformed Kirks,be attained , who have in the 
caufe of Religion, andthe like exigence, a(siſted us and 
other'reformed Kirks , ro whom, of old and of late,we 
have made promiſes of the reall Declarations of all 
Chriſtian duty and thankfulneſſe ; And who, upon our - 
defires and their endeavours for unity in Religion, have 
often warned us , that the malignant party would bend 
all their invention and forces tointerrupt the work, and 
to ruine-and deſtroy them in the. undertaking of ir, 
which we ſeethis day cometo paſſe... The queſtion is - 
no ſooner rightly ſtared , but it is as ſoon refolved : 
. the 


ation, > bells. 0. { oF A OR" X FI POT ROIO? 
the Lord fave usTeom the curſe of reply Who vane min 
jo helpthe Lord , #0 help the Lord againſt the mighty-? 
when they look upon the Cauſe which: they * pod 

ene- 


the prayers , tears , and blood which they have 
forth , and the'infolencies and blaſphemies of the ene 
mies , we cannot doubt , but enlargement and delive- 
verance ſhall ariſe unto Enzlanyd; but we have reafon to 
fear , if we upon fo faira calling , fit ſtill and hold our 
peace , this Kirk and Kingdome ſhall periſh by the hand 
oft the ſame enemy , and there ſhall be none to deliver 
us: And who knows , whetherthe Lord hath granted 
us mercy, farniſhed us with men of Warre , pat Wea- 
pons in our hands, and called thisgreat Councell of the 
Eſtates , for warrant and «direion for ſuch a time as 
this £ God forbid , and beitfarrefrom us ro ſit down 
at eaſe ( if we may promiſe to our ſelves eaſe *5 on this 
fide of Fordan till our Brethren be poſſeſſed in the li- 
berties of the Kingdome of Chriſt. | 
Neither concerning the ſecond , is the queſtion ( as 
ourenemies would make it ) whether we ſhall enter in- 
to Enzland , and lift Arms againſt our own King , who 
hath promiſed and done as much as may ſecure us in 
our Religion and Liberties 3 bnt whether againſt rhe 
Popiſh , Prelaticall ,-and Malignant party their adhe- 
rents , prevailing in England and Ireland , we be 
not bound to provide for our own preſervation , al- 
though it had not been often told us from England, and 
the reformed Kirks in other places , we mighr of our 
ſelves have known from our continuall experienceever 
ſince the time of our firſt Reformation — after 
the two Kinedomes have been united under one Head 
and Monarch , from the Principles of out own Declara- 
my | ; Se a 


the vindictive Wipoion of the enemies of this Kirk - 
and Kingdome , which they conceiveto be the fountain 
"whence have iſſued all theſe evils,and from the grounds 

of common reaſon. , That we cannot long like Goſhex; 
enjoy our light ,.if darkneſle ſhall cover the face of 0- 
ther reformed Kirks £ that Fuda cannot long continue 
in liberty; if Iſrael-be led away in captivity, and thatthe 
condition of the one Kirk and Kingdome , whether in 
Religion or Peace , muſt be common to both £ It Zxg- 
land thall ſubdue the enemies of Religion without thar 
aſliftance which Fey call for from us at this time, what. 
helpcan we expe& fromthem inthe houre of our tenta- 


tion, which we have deſerved, and the Lord may brin 
upon us when he will. - God forbid , that we ſhoul 
givethem cauſe to-laugh at our calamiry.,, and mock 
when dur fear cometh ; andifthey ſhall be given over 
into the hand of rhe Enemy ( which God in his =—_— 
e 


avert) will not.the enemy ſtrengthened with increa 

of power , be the more Fama unreſiſtable , and 
will not the power of Exglard , turned into the hands 
of Malignants , turne. alſo enemy againſt this Kirk 
and Kingdome., and upon ſuch pretences as be already 
invented, and yet ( they will alledge.) according to the 
late. Treaty of Peace, within three moneths ſpace , de- 
'nounce a Nationall Warre againſt us. 

And concerning the third, the queſtionis not, whe-+ 
ther we ſhould preſume to be Arbitrators inthe matters 
now debated by fire and ſword, betwixt his Majeſty 
and the Houſes of Parliament, which may ſeeme to be 
forraigne and extrinſecall to this Nation, and wherein 
we.may be concciveg to have no intereſt, but whether 
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our mediation and interceſſion being rejeted by the one 
ſide,upon. hope of vittory 3} or ſuppole, by'both lides, 
upon confidence of their own ſtrength,and ſeverall ſuc- 
ceſſes,it be not our duty, it -being in-our power, to ſtop 
or prevent the effuſion of Chriſtian bloud 2 Or whe- 
ther we ought not to endeavour to reſcue. our Native 
King, his Crown and Poſterity, out of the midſt of ſo 
many dangers , and to preſerve his People and: King+ 
dome front ruine and deſtruction. 2 If every. private 
man be bound in duty.to interpoſe himſelf as a recon 
ciler and ſequeſtrator betwixt his neighbours, armed to 
their mutuall deſtrution 2 If the: ſon ought to hazard 
his own life for the preſeration of his father. & brother 
at variance the one againſt another? Shal a Kingdomeſit 
ſtill, and ſuffer their King and neighbouring Kingdome 
to periſh in an unnaturall warre ?. In the time of animo- 
fitie and appetite of revenge,ſuch an inferpoſing may be 
an irritation : But afterwatds , when the eyes of the 
mindeno more. bloud-run with  pafſion , do diſcerne 
things aright , it ſhall be no grief, nor offence of heart, 
but matter of thankſgiving to God, and to the Inſtru- 
ments which have kept from . ſhedding of bloud, and 
from revenge. 

The Covenant is now ſolemnely taken in England, 
and is countenanced' there already from Heaven with: 
marvellous ſucceſſe.. The Pro frions and Articles of 
the Treatie are with wonderfull unanimitie concluded 
in both Houſes of Parliament, Ceſlation of Armes is a- 
greed upon with the Iriſh Rebels, and they , notwith- 
ſtanding all the barbarous and unparalleld crueltie ex- 
erciſed by them upon the Proteſtants and people of 
God in that Kingdome , honoured with the title of his 
B3 Majeſties: 


of . 


\ "Majeftics Subjetts : Tt is therefore 'now high time for 
all rrae-hearted Scortiſh men,;and good Patriots abroad, 
efpecially fach as upon fair ant! plaiſible pretences have 
been formerly miſtaken or ſeduced tro rake arms againſt 
this Cauſe of God and Religion , timely to remember 
their National] Covenant , and feriouſly to bethink 
themſelves of the duty,” which,by ſo manifold Obliga- 
tions they owe t0 their Religion and Native Countre 
in rhistime of ſo great diſtreſſe and danger to both : le 
deſpifing or negleing this our warning and intimari- 
on,they either _ by wilfull perſiſting in their own 
wayes againſt God, their Countrey, and Covenant, or 
come toolate, and there be noplace left for repentance. 
It is aHo moſt neceffary for all good people of all ranks 
and degrees within the Kingdome , to deny themſelves 
and their own eafe,or what earthly thing is deareſt unto 
them,to lift up their eyes and behold the Work of God 
unto which they are called, and with heart and hand to 


joyn in this ſo religious, ſo juſt , and ſo neceffary Expe- 
dition,and which upon the truth of God, our own late, 
comforrable,and never to be forgotten experience , and 
the prayers of the _ of God , we may be aſſured, 


will inend;againſ all difficulties and opoſition,be crow- 
ned with ſach ſacceſle,as may be honour to God , con- 
fuſion to his preſumptuous and incorrigible enemies, 
propagation to the true Religion, and comfort to all the 
unfcigned lovers oftruth and peace,which again? all ca- 
Iumnyie and contradiction hath been, is, and ſhall berthe 
fume of our deſires. 
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